
Right, 
we’re here

This is …

Another door … 
What on earth 
could be here?

Never mind, 
just go in

Wow Huh? 
I think we may have 
met before …

Hello and welcome
It’s Ms. Tomoi, 
isn’t it?

This is a display of 
our company’s new 
products for the future

It’s full of things you 
cannot normally see

 Welcome!

Oh, it’s a pleasure 
to meet you

You thought you knew but didn’t

Sumitomo Riko’s Business
Episode 15: New Products and Future Products



Th… This is 
a Toyota Mirai!

It’s a fuel cell vehicle (FCV) 
that runs on hydrogen!

Yes. Our company’s products 
are used in the gaskets 
of the cell,

which is the heart of 
this car packed with 
the latest technology

Wow
How are they used?

Look at this

The Mirai generates electricity 
from the chemical reaction 
between hydrogen and oxygen, 
and only emits water

Our company’s rubber seal 
parts play an active role in this

Cell

FC stack

They maintain the flow channel 
of hydrogen and oxygen 
within the fuel cell, 
and enhance the drainage 
of water that is created

Eh?
Pixelated?

Because it’s a corporate secret
Anyway, this cell has 370 layers called 
an FC stack, which is where electricity 
is produced

Cell gasket

Rubber seal parts that maintain flow 
channel and enhance water drainage

Separator

Stress seal

Adhesive sealCell gasket

Fluid

Cell



Of course some of our 
other products are also 
used in the Mirai

The polyurethane around 
the hydrogen tank ⑤ too?

And the hoses that carry 
hydrogen and water ③ , 
④ are essential!

①

②

③

④

⑤

⑥

Hey
Not only FCVs
Look at our products for 
electric vehicles (EVs) too

 Is this a Nissan Leaf?

 It is!

So the engine mount in 
the Leaf is 
a Sumitomo Riko product?

It’s a motor mount, 
not engine mount

Oh, yes
It runs on electricity

so it’s a motor, 
not an engine

So even with the spread of EVs, 
a mount is needed to support 
the motor and prevent vibration

T
ut tut



Of course 
the nature of the vibrations 
in engines and motors differ, 
so we give our mounts performance 
that matches accordingly

I see
The mounts are made to 
match engines or motors

That’s another skill enabled by our 
core competences of 
“polymer materials technology” and 
“comprehensive evaluation technology”!

You’re right

Ms. Tomoi
There’s more, 
so let’s go quick

 Oh, OK

 Thank you

This is a damper brace, 
which we fit to the frame 
of the vehicle

Dampers?

That name reminds me 
of Industrial Products 
and Materials Business 
Units’ “TRC dampers”, 
seismic dampers for 
wooden houses

That’s right

These dampers have high attenuation 
special viscoelastic rubber built in, 
which absorbs vibration and deformation 
of the vehicle by converting it to heat

They can also be installed 
into small spaces

So they can be used 
in the increasingly compact 
vehicles of the future



OK, next

Ohhhh … 

Huh? 
What is this seat?

This is a vehicle 
seat with SR sensors

They can measure things like 
heartbeat and respiration, 
which could be used to prevent 
drivers from nodding off or to check 
their physical condition

 If fitted to many vehicles, 
they could also gather information 
to be used as big data

 I see …

Could that enable 
people to share dangerous 
places or, conversely, 
pleasant places?

Be careful at 
the next junction

The cherry 
blossoms 
look beautiful from 
this spot

Such a future may 
lie ahead

Oh

So, 
on to the 
next one



Ms. Tomoi, 
take this

 Huh?

Smash

Wh… 
What’s this?

Table tennis?

Huh… 
a ball!

Waaaaah

Ah

Even though I handed you 
a bat with table tennis rubber 
designed jointly with Mizuno

Just handing it to me 
won’t make me good

That aside …
So this is another one of 
our company’s products

Yes, it is

Anti-vibration rubber reduces vibration, 
while table tennis rubber does the opposite 
and produces a bigger bounce

We know all about rubber, 
so our technology is also applied 
in the sports field



 Right
Go over there 
and put these on

Eh

What’s this?

Oh … What?

 My legs feel so light

 It’s a walking assist suit

It’s system of helping 
people lift their legs 
so they can walk

Wow
I suppose it will help with things 
like rehabilitation in hospitals

Japan is an aging society, and 
our healthcare products will 
contribute to people’s safety, 
security and comfort



Sumitomo Riko technologies 
will play various key roles 
in the future,

in EVs, 
FCVs and PHVs as well as 
driver monitoring seats, and 
also in non-automotive fields

Yes! We will further refine our technologies 
and contribute to people’s daily lives

Right, Ms. Tomoi

We also want to tell you 
about special renovation TRC 
dampers that require no 
major repair work

And about non-contact safety 
sensors for robots, for use in 
plants with advanced 
human-robot collaboration

It’ll take about 
three hours

OK, Ms. Tomoi, 
work hard

Eh?
Eh?

Grrr …

Will her long data-gathering task end next time?
What technology has and will continue to 
support our products in the past, present 
and future?


