
I’ve arrived 
at Hiroshima!

Hee Hee... 
I’m going to eat 
lots of okonomiyaki

... Huh?

Mr. Kusumi? Ah, are you 
Ms. Tomoi?

Huh?

Nice to meet you
I’m Hiroshi Kusumi of SumiRiko 
Corporation, older brother of 
Mr. Kusumi in Public Relations

Wow!

I look forward to 
working with you 
today

Y... yes, 
I look forward 
to it, too.

You thought you knew but didn’t

Sumitomo Riko’s Business
Episode 9: Landscape Materials



Now, 
I want to show you 
some things today

Can you see that 
over there?

Yes

It’s the Atomic 
Bomb Dome

The walls alongside the Tenma 
River near the Atomic Bomb Dome 
are our company’s 
product

So our products are 
used here, are they?

Landscape materials can 
be broadly divided into 
two types

In short, 
our aim is to protect tunnels 
and buildings and make them 
look beautiful

This wall



(1) Mold Star is a product for creating patterns 
on the surface of concrete (walls, etc.) 

When the concrete hardens, 
it has a pattern here

Mold Star itself is nicely 
shaped because it is made 
from polystyrene or urethane

These are characteristically 
light and easy to cut

Here, take a look
Kawasaki Technology 
Development Center, which won 
an architectural 
contest

It’s also used at Toki Outlet Mall 
in Gifu, a well-known spot near 
your workplace

I didn’t know that!
I’ll look more carefully 
next time I go

This wall
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We’re protecting the scenery 
at various other places 
around Japan, too

As well as simple designs, 
we can also produce colors

An elementary school 
(Saitama Prefecture)

Steeply inclined retaining wall
 (Nara Prefecture)

Low-rise building 
(Shiga Prefecture)

Special processes such as cutting 
out or washing out the concrete

after Mold Star construction 
enable patterns to be made that 
look like wooden planks



Not only buildings but 
bridges and tunnels too! 
It’s really beautiful!

Tunnel 
(Wakayama Prefecture)

Elevated bridge, Expo 2005 Aichi Commemorative Park
 (Aichi Prefecture)

Residential development 
(Aichi Prefecture)

It looks like it was 
constructed of real wood!



I see
I have a really good 
understanding of Mold Star now

So what kind of thing is a Patwall?

To put it simply, 
it’s a lightweight, 
high strength panel that 
doesn't require demolding.
Here it is ...

This is a real one ...
It’s 500 mm x 500 mm, 
and easy to cut with 
a concrete cutter, etc.

Ohhhh... 
you can put it 
down now!

It’s OK! It’s not too heavy 
for me to hold alone!

As you see, 
it’s light enough to carry

People can construct with it, 
reducing construction time and cost

It’s a revolutionary 
product that enables walls 
to be carried by hand

I mentioned tunnels as an 
example of how Mold Star is used

Other roles of our landscape 
products are disaster prevention 
and infrastructure upgrading

Sediment control dam
 (Yamanashi Prefecture)



I see!
Because a Patwall can be carried by hand,

it can be constructed in places that 
heavy machinery cannot access, 
such as mountain areas

Tunnels and buildings, 
like the Atomic Bomb Dome 
we saw earlier,

have something they can 
communicate by their 
lasting presence

Our mission is to protect 
those things while keeping 
them beautiful

Once again, 
I’ve done it...!

Just what 
I’d expect of 
Mr. Kusumi’s 
brother...

Open channel repair 
(Osaka Prefecture)

Steeply inclined landslide countermeasure 
(Wakayama Prefecture)

Highway retaining wall 
(Ehime Prefecture)



Industrial hoses in Kyoto,
anti-vibration rubber for rolling stocks,
rubber bearings for bridges, then landscape materials...
What are the next products essential for people’s lives?!

But that Shigeru, 
he asked Ms. Tomoi to do all 
this work without 
telling her anything...

From your face, you’d think our products 
had nothing to do with automobiles, 
but they’re derived from urethane products.

In 1972 we started to manufacture and sell them, 
and now we have the top market share in Japan!

I’m going to call 
him and complain

Ohhh
Please don’t fight!
I’m sorry I didn’t know!

I can’t get 
through!

Ms. Tomoi,
I’ve emailed your next instructions, 
so get to the station right away

Eek! 
I understand

I have to go east again 
from Aichi?

Shizuoka

Saitama

Gifu

AichiKyotoOkayamaHiroshima

Shigeru

Hiroshi

Shigeru
 Kusumi, 
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Next, 
go via N

agoya to
 Fuji-

Susono Plant in Shizuoka!


